“This very good novel. . . scared and moved me’
THE STANDARD

“The beautiful and powerful get what they want; the self-
disciplined end up slighted and lonely . . . This clever,
disenchanted novel . . . has a marvellously sharp Muriel

Sparkish eye for lonely London scenes’
THE OBSERVER

“The start of this book is reminiscent of Barbara Pym . . .
two cultivated, upper-middle class, unattached women,
Frances (or Fanny) and Olivia, working in the reference
library of a medical research institute . . . a novel by turns

moving, sharp and droll’
THE SPECTATOR

‘“Taken up with careless brio by Doctor Nick Fraser and his
wife Alix, “Little Orphan Fanny' meets nonchalance,
lively selfishness, and James. ... Lookat Mechillstothe bone
. . . a novel sufficiently distinguished to make you blink
twiceat “‘Brookner”’ onthe jacket. Blinked at once, it might

be “Bronte”’
THE TIMES

‘Frances does fall in love, timidly and with little hope and
confidence . . . Ms Brookner has brought off something
very difficult. Her book rings true. . . A novelist who ought
to have a devoted and attentive readership’
THE SCOTSMAN
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