PICADOR fiction

A GLASTONBURY ROMANCE
by JOHN COWPER POWYS

‘Possibly the greatest novel of the twentieth century, and one
of the great mystical masterpieces of all time’

COLIN WILSON

An epic novel that recreates the eternal legend of the Grail.

In this book Powys explores, to quote his own words, ‘the effect
of a particular legend, a special myth, a unique tradition, from
the remotest past in human history, upon a particular spot on
the surface of this planet together with its crowd of inhabitants
of every age and of every type of character . . . Its heroine is the
Grail. Its hero is the Life poured into the Grail. Its message is
that no one Receptacle of Life and no one Fountain of Life
poured in the Receptacle can contain or explain what the world
offers us.’

‘I believe that A Glastonbury Romance is one of the greatest
novels in the world, to be classed with Tolstoy’s War and Peace’
J. D. BERESFORD

“The Tolkien generation’s next adult novelist’
RUSSELL HOBAN
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