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'lmagine a medieval castle run by the Benedictines, withcellarists,
herbalists, gardeners, youngnovices. One after the otherhalfa dozen
monks are found murdered in the mostbizarre ofways. A leamed
Franciscanwho is sent to solve the mystery finds himselfinvolved in the
frightening events ... a sleuth's pursuit ofthe truthbehind the mystelv also
involves the pursuit ofmeaning - inwords, symbols, ideas, every
conceivable sign the visible universe contains ... Umberto Eco has wrinen
a novel - his first-and ithasbecome a liteÍar-v event.'
NEWYORKTIMES BOOK REVIEW

'This novel belongs with Voltaire's philosophical tales... in the
entertaining glise ofan erudite fiction story, it is also avibÍantplca for
freedom, moderation and wisdom.'
L'EXPRESS

'Riveting, compulsively anractive, and perfidiously analogous to our times.'
LA REPUBBLICA

'There's humourhere: there is humanitv too: and terror and ecstasy both
physical and metaphysical: there is intellecrual delight and all the
excitementofa tremendous climarenough for any thriller.
Mephistophilis, youwill recall, offered a doubtingFaustus a bookwhich
coÍtained ecerythitg. Signor Eco makes much the sarne oíIer at a much
more reasomblc price.'
BOOKS AND BOOKMEN

'Anovel ofstunning intelligence, linguistic richness, thematic complexity.'
IL GIORNO

'\lhether you're into S herlock Holmes, .Moz taillou, Borges, the nonclle
mir4aa, the Rule ofStBenedict, metaphysics, librarv dcsign or ITrc Tlrizg
Fron The Copt you'll love it. Who can that leave outl'
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