Martin Clay, a young would-be art historian, suddenly sees opening in
front of him the chance of a lifetime: the opportunity to perform

a great public service, and at the same time to make his professional
reputation — perhaps even rather a lot of money as well. To obtain
the treasure he thinks he has identified involves him setting up a classic
sting and risking everything that is valuable to him — and so he finds
himself drawn step by step into a moral and intellectual labyrinth.

*‘His witty and learned new novel . . . The novel is a farce in the best
sense . . . Frayn masterfully manipulates events . . . As you're
dragged into his headlong race for fame and riches, you never know
what will happen next, only that more torture lies in store. To play
the torturer for nearly 400 pages, yet give pleasure to the reader,
takes special charm and cunning. Frayn works the trick so thar we,
like Martin, are trapped inside a labyrinth of narrative.’

Blake Morrison, Independent on Sunday

‘Frayn’s plot — a high-precision feat of fictional engineering —
accelerates exhilaratingly . . . With a welljudged hand too, he
occasionally makes his elegant, witty and sparklingly knowledgeable
work take on more sombre perspectives through passages of matter-
of-fact, melancholy irony . . . there is no doubt about the sureness of
Frayn’s achievement in this black and brilliant comedy of
uncertainties.” Peter Kemp, Sunday Times
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