
The sub-l i t le "A Study in Humon NotuÍe" exploins
lhe ouihor's opprooch io his 5ubi6ct. He opplies the
melhod of sciêntif ic invesligotion to lhe íel igious
emolions feh by port iculor people, drow;ng on o
voíiely of sources fhot ronge from lh€ conÍessions
of Sl. Augusiinê lo lhe cose hislories of rne
psychologist. Simply os on onlhology of oulhentic
rel igious experience lhis book would hove held the
ploce thot i l  won on i ls f ir3l qppeoronce.
ll is in Íoct much more. The Íoirness ond sympothy
wiih which the oulhor corries out his philosophicol
losk of onolysis ond comporison odd immeosurobly
to lhe volue oÍ his moteÍiol. As PÍotessor A. D. Nock
writês in his IntÍoduclion, "This is not only o
moslerpiece oÍ under3ionding: it is o moslerpiece of
imoginotion ond o mosteÍpiece of o ."

Wil l iom Jomes come oÍ one of lhe mosl remorkoble
Boslonion Íomilies. His brolhêr H€nry wos lhê
novelist. His Íolher wos o mon of highly culfivoled
lostes ond greol independence oÍ mind. Sroughl up
in on olmosphêrê oÍ good tolk ond high spir i ts,
Wil l iom wos os mu.h ol home in Euíooe os,n
Amêíico. Quolifying os o doctor ot ihe Horvord
Medicol School, his reol bent wos Íor philosoohy
ond psychology, in which he eorly estoblished his
repulotion. fhe Vorielies ofRe,,g;ous fxpe.iênce wos
originolly delivered os the GiffoÍd Lectures ot
Edinburgh University.
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