A story of love, deceit, changelings, and mistaken identity
worthy of a Restoration dramatist’
Anna Pavord, Daily Mail

Seventeenth-century Amsterdam, a city in the grip of tulip mania and
basking in the wealth it has generated. Cornelis, an ageing merchant. com-
missions a talented young painter to preserve his status and marriage on
canvas. At the sitjings, as a collector of beautiful things. Cornelis surrouns
himself with symbols of his success, including his young wife, Sophia. Bu
as the portrait grows, so does the passion between Sophia and the artist;
and as ambitions, desires and dreams breed an intricate dece ption, their

reckless gamble propels their lives towards a thrilling and tragic conclusion.

A sumptuous and enthralling novel about art, love, illusion and

money...[with] the dénouement of a classic’

T he L imes

‘A byzantine plot that hurtles towards disaster, while retaining the polished
veneer of -a Dutch interior’
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‘Sensuous and masterly...a gorgeous novel’
Mail on Sunday

‘Clever, spry and sad in equal measure...a pacy plot whose twists and shifts
of viewpoint make for much anxious page-turning’
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‘Beautifully written...with a featherlight touch. Moggach keeps the tension

at fever-pitch until the final hilarious - and entirely unexpected climax’
I)/(/!/N ndent on Sunda
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