ROBERT OWEN

REPORT TO THE COUNTY
OF LANARK
A NEW VIEW OF SOCIETY

Robert Owen, the New Lanark mill-owner and social
philosopher, was one of the first to stress the influence
of environment upon character. His rationalistic belief
in human perfectibility, and his unbounded faith in
education to bring about a new moral order without
class conflict led the Fabians to revere him as the father
of English socialism, But his influence, V.A.C. Gatrel|
argues, was even wider: for although 'Owenism' as a
cooperative movement soon dated, his belief in a
harmonious organic community in contrast to un-
restrained capitalism also inspired a Tory tradition.
Owen's ideas and practice have entered our cultural
bloodstream through many different channels.

Pelican Classics

We all know by name the books which have changed
history. They lie in almost every library, as monumental
as the Pyramids or the Great Wall of China, and as
seldom visited. In fact many of these great works can be
read with profit today by any intelligent reader. The
books may be old but their arguments often find an
echo in modern thinking.

The Pelican Classics will present some of the most
influential books in philosophy, religion, science,

history, politics, and economics in new editions for a

modern audience, and each work will be prefaced by

a critical introduction assessing its significance for its .
contemporaries, its effect on succeeding generations,

and its relevance today.
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